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Good time for landing

The *opposition’ position is important for planning spacecraft launched from the earth to Mars,
for the quickest and cheapest journey. At the last opposition of 2001, NASA launched the
Odysseys Orbiter. During this 2003 opposition too, NASA is sending two robotic explorers,
which will be able to move over 40 metres and with equipment for many sophisticated things!

But for the citizens of Mumbai (and Kuala Lumpur) the interesting thing is that all of August,
Mars will be the brightest thing in the night sky (if its not too cloudy), except for the moon. As it
IS an opposition, and it is August, the constellation Leo will be in line with the sun. Mars will
thus be seen between Aquarius and Pisces, rising at nightfall and at the zenith around midnight,
towards the end of August.




