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Retrovirus
entering cell

Reverse
transcriptase

New
virus particle

Double-
stranded DNA

Viral
proteins

HOST CELL

NUCLEUS

RNA

Capsid
Envelope

Viral proteins

Viral RNA
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Provirus

RNA

Chromosomal
DNA

Reverse transcriptase
molecule

3. Cells become
protected cells

1. Uninfected cells
catch infection and
start creating IFN

2. IFN activated cells
slow virus action and
create more IFN

Protected

Unifected

Cell death

Infected

ActivatedVirus

IFN
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