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How dino demise led to super-sized mammals
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Maximum body mass of terrestrial mammals over time
SIZE OF MAMMALS, KG
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MEGAZOSTRODON
The first shrew-like
mammals were small
with a narrow range
of habitats INDRICOTHERIUM

The largest ever
terrestrial mammal was
four times bigger than 
an elephant and lived
about 30 million
years ago

AFRICAN ELEPHANT
The largest terrestrial
mammal today, but they
are only half the size of
the biggest extinct 
mammoths that lived in
colder climates

Dinosaurs died out about 65
million years ago. Probably
after a catastrophic
environmental change

TYRANNOSAURUS REX
Lived between 85 and
65 million years ago

Microbial subversion 
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